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A B S T R A C T 

Alzheimer's disease (AD) is a neurodegenerative disorder affecting millions worldwide. 

Donepezil hydrochloride, a cholinesterase inhibitor, is commonly prescribed to manage AD 

symptoms, but its oral administration can result in significant side effects and fluctuating 

plasma concentrations. Transdermal patches offer an alternative drug delivery method, 

providing controlled release, improved patient compliance, and minimized systemic side 

effects.  

This study explores the formulation and evaluation of transdermal patches containing 

Donepezil Hydrochloride, aimed at improving the treatment of Alzheimer's disease. 

Donepezil, a cholinesterase inhibitor, is traditionally administered orally but presents 

challenges such as variable bioavailability and gastrointestinal side effects. The transdermal 

route offers advantages, including sustained drug delivery, improved patient compliance, 

and bypassing first-pass metabolism. 

Patches were formulated using polymeric matrices with varying ratios of polymers such as 

ethyl cellulose and polyvinyl alcohol. Drug release studies, permeation studies, and stability 

assessments were conducted to evaluate the efficacy of the formulations. In vitro skin 

permeation studies demonstrated that the optimized patches released Donepezil at a 

controlled rate, maintaining therapeutic levels over an extended period. Evaluation of skin 

irritation potential confirmed biocompatibility. 

The results indicate that transdermal delivery of Donepezil can enhance therapeutic 

outcomes while minimizing side effects, presenting a viable alternative to oral 

administration. Further clinical studies are warranted to validate the efficacy and safety of 

these transdermal patches in Alzheimer's treatment. 
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Introduction 

Alzheimer's disease is a progressive neurodegenerative condition primarily affecting elderly individuals. It is characterized by 

memory loss, cognitive decline, and behavioral changes [1]. Donepezil hydrochloride is an acetylcholinesterase inhibitor used 

to manage mild to moderate Alzheimer's by increasing acetylcholine levels in the brain, thereby improving cognitive function 

[2]. Oral Donepezil administration poses challenges like poor patient compliance due to side effects like gastrointestinal 

disturbances. The use of transdermal patches provides a promising solution for the sustained release of Donepezil with reduced 

side effects. 
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Alzheimer’s Disease 

Alzheimer's disease is the most common form of dementia and is associated with the deposition of amyloid plaques and 

neurofibrillary tangles in the brain [3]. The loss of cholinergic neurons leads to decreased levels of acetylcholine, contributing 

to the cognitive decline observed in AD patients. Currently, cholinesterase inhibitors, such as Donepezil, are used to enhance 

cholinergic transmission by inhibiting the breakdown of acetylcholine. However, the conventional oral route for Donepezil 

leads to inconsistent plasma concentrations and adverse gastrointestinal effects [4]. 

 
 

Transdermal Drug Delivery System 

Transdermal drug delivery involves the administration of therapeutic agents through the skin, offering an alternative to oral and 

injectable routes. This system provides controlled drug release over extended periods, enhances bioavailability, and minimizes 

systemic side effects. Transdermal patches have gained attention for chronic diseases like Alzheimer's, where continuous drug 

delivery is crucial for maintaining therapeutic levels [5]. 

 

 
 

Advantages of Transdermal Patches 

• Sustained release: Transdermal patches offer a continuous and controlled release of Donepezil over several hours or 

days [6]. 

• Reduced side effects: This route bypasses the gastrointestinal tract, reducing first-pass metabolism and 

gastrointestinal side effects [7]. 

• Improved patient compliance: Patches are non-invasive, painless, and require less frequent dosing, improving 

adherence to treatment, especially in elderly patients [8]. 

• Steady plasma levels: Transdermal administration maintains a consistent plasma concentration of Donepezil, 

preventing fluctuations and potential overdose [9]. 

 

Disadvantages of Transdermal Patches 

• Skin irritation: Prolonged application of patches may cause local irritation or allergic reactions [10]. 
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• Limited drug permeability: Not all drugs are suitable for transdermal delivery due to their molecular size and 

lipophilicity [11]. 

• Slow onset of action: Transdermal patches may take longer to achieve therapeutic levels compared to oral 

administration [12]. 

• High cost: The development and production of transdermal patches can be more expensive than conventional dosage 

forms [13]. 

Ideal Properties of Transdermal Patches 

For an effective transdermal patch, several properties must be considered: 

1. Drug characteristics: The drug should have a low molecular weight (less than 500 Da), moderate lipophilicity, and 

a therapeutic dose in the milligram range [14]. 

2. Skin permeability: The formulation should enhance the drug's ability to permeate the stratum corneum, the outermost 

layer of the skin [15]. 

3. Patch adhesion: The patch must adhere to the skin for the required duration without causing discomfort or irritation 

[16]. 

4. Controlled release: The patch should release the drug at a constant rate to maintain steady therapeutic levels [17]. 

Methods to Formulate Transdermal Patches 

Several methods can be used to formulate Donepezil hydrochloride transdermal patches: 

• Solvent casting method: A polymer is dissolved in a suitable solvent along with the drug. The mixture is cast onto a 

flat surface and allowed to dry, forming a film [18]. 

• Matrix dispersion method: The drug is dispersed in a polymer matrix, and the mixture is then spread onto a backing 

layer to create a patch [19]. 

• Reservoir system: The drug is contained in a reservoir and released through a membrane into the skin at a controlled 

rate [20]. 

• Drug-in-adhesive system: The drug is incorporated directly into the adhesive layer, simplifying the design and 

improving drug release [21]. 

 

 
  

Evaluation Parameters for Transdermal Patches 

Once formulated, transdermal patches must undergo several evaluations to ensure their efficacy and safety: 

• Physical appearance: The patch should be uniform in color and free from imperfections [22]. 

• Patch thickness: Uniform thickness is crucial for consistent drug release. This can be measured using a micrometer 

[23]. 

• Drug content uniformity: The drug must be evenly distributed within the patch. Assay methods such as high-

performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) are used for this purpose [24]. 

• In vitro drug release studies: These studies assess the rate and extent of drug release from the patch, typically using 

a Franz diffusion cell [25]. 

• Skin permeation studies: These studies determine how well the drug penetrates the skin, often conducted using 

animal or human cadaver skin [26]. 

• Adhesion testing: The patch must adhere to the skin without peeling or irritation. This is evaluated using a peel test 

or tack test [27]. 
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Future Perspectives 

The future of transdermal patches for Alzheimer’s treatment lies in improving drug delivery systems to enhance skin 

permeability, reduce side effects, and provide longer-lasting therapeutic effects. Innovations in nanotechnology, microneedles, 

and iontophoresis hold promise for increasing Donepezil hydrochloride's efficacy in treating Alzheimer's. Additionally, the use 

of biocompatible and biodegradable materials in patch formulation could further improve patient safety and comfort [28]. 

Conclusion 

Transdermal patches offer a novel and promising approach for the delivery of Donepezil hydrochloride in the treatment of 

Alzheimer's disease. This method provides numerous advantages over oral administration, such as sustained drug release, 

improved patient compliance, and reduced systemic side effects. However, challenges like skin irritation and high production 

costs must be addressed. Future research should focus on optimizing formulations and exploring new technologies to overcome 

these limitations. 
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